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true, but we do not begin by making a child learn this by rote we rather 
gradually teach him first something of the properties of numbers, 
advancing from the concrete to the abstract until he is fitted in some 
measure to understand it. 

In religion “what we want to begin with is to give children some sense 
of the reality of the subject, of that side of life and feeling as really 
touchine them. We want to give them— or should we not say to awaken 
in them— some living thought of the presence and love of God, of the 
reality of prayer, of the sacredness of duty, of the immortality of the life 
that is in them ; and to tell them of the holy life of Christ, in whom these 
things live for us.” We must “ make the story living,” and bear in mind 
that Christ himself taught his disciples in this manner and told them that 
there were many things He had to say to them, but they could not bear 
them then. 

The scheme for The Gresham University in London, which appeared in 
the daily papers of February 5th, will be studied by all interested in 
higher education. 

My time for reading has been very limited this month ; I have therefore 
to ask you to let me postpone any notice of other February magazines 
until my next letter. I would like, however, to add with reference to the 
article in the Parents' Review , that a chronological chart of the History 
of England has been very carefully worked out by David Nasmith, Q.C., 
L.L.B., showing the leading events mapped out in spaces representing 
years, decades and centuries, the eye being further assisted by different 
tints over the periods during which each dynasty occupied the throne. 


February nth, 1894. 


Pater Junior. 



THE 


“ P.R.” 


LETTER BAG. 


[ The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents .] 

Dear Editor, — I should like to tell you the result of my enquiries for 
the best chair and desk combined, for growing girls, which would prevent 
spinal curvatures, high shoulders, and defective sight, engendered during 
school life. I came across, in a friend’s house, one that had been 
recommended to her by Mr. Roth, which seemed to me to answer all these 
points satisfactorily. By a simple arrangement the desk and seat may 
each be raised or lowered as required ; so that the pupil is fitted with a 
desk which can be adjusted to his growth. A sliding horizontal movement 
of the desk enables the writing slope to be brought as close to the eyes as 
possible. The pupil, while writing or reading, sits with head erect, 
shoulders thrown back, body supported by the adjustable pad, and the legs 
and ankles rested by foot boards. The writing slope is at an angle of 
15 degrees, and the reading desk at an angle of 40. When l found after 
seeing this, that Miss Rose Adams, the energetic secretary of the Ladies’ 
Sanitary Association, had used one for many years and spoke very highly 
of it, I bought two, and am more than satisfied with the result on my 
children. The prices range from £ 2 to £2 18s., according to the kind of 
wood they are made of, and they can be obtained from Thomas Ison, 
101 , Hampstead Road, London, N.W., who will forward drawings and 

particulars - L. Grey. 


Dear Editor, — In response to the constant request from a small boj 
of four— “ Please tell me a new story ? ” I tried a simple version of the 
charming fantasy in the February number of the P.R. “Ida’s Dream, 
with the happiest results possible. Could any of your readers tell me o 
other fairy stories of a similar kind suitable for the infantile min • 
Andrew Lang’s and J. Jacob’s editions are more for older children. We 
have “ The Brownies at Home,” the illustrations in which are a constant 
delight ; but the letterpress has too many references to American lite to 
be quite intelligible to very young children. Lizzie McLachlan. 


Dear Editor,— I find that volumes i and 3 of the Patents Rt w/'ew 
are out of print. I wonder whether any of your rea ers a of 

spare. I should be happy to pay any reasonable P nc e. either 

otherwise. I really want them particularly to rea up thankful 

form part of the “ Mothers’ Educational Course.” I should be thankful 

pvpn for n lnnn T>,rv-iir*?T t 
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Dear Editor, — I have been interested in the papers on “ The Healthy 
Treatment of Infants and Children, ” by H. M. Wilson, M.B., in the late 
numbers of the Parents' Review. I have found the subjects dealt with 
very suggestive and practical ; and while they opened one’s eyes to many 
previously unheeded truths, they made one anxious to know more upon the 
topic. Dr. Schofield, your much appreciated lecturer on Hygiene at 
Ambleside, is about to give a course of four lectures to ladies on 44 Domestic 
Hygiene,” on somewhat the same lines as Miss Wilson’s papers at the 
Parkes Museum, during Lent; some of which, 1 learn, H.R.H. the 
Duchess of Albany will be attending. 

Dr. Schofield has been lecturing there on various branches of Domestic 
Hygiene for some years past, and this year he is going to deal with 
“Modern Hygiene in Practise in various periods of life, from that of 
Infancy through the stages of Childhood, Adolescence, and Maturity.” 
These are essentially matters of interest to wives and mothers, and I 

think possibly many of the members of the Parents’ Union will be glad to 
hear of them. 

The ladies are invited to take notes at each lecture and send in resumes 
o the lecture to the Secretary ; these papers are examined by two doctors, 
an certificates are awarded, which are afterwards presented by the 
Duchess to the successful candidates. y 

SefreUr^offheT 11 ? the lectures could be obtained from the 

Secretary of the Sanitary Institute, Parkes Museum, Margaret Street, W. 
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THE MORAL AND RELIGIOUS TRAINING OF CHILDREN. 

Dear Editor, — We have become slipshod with our children. ‘‘Train- 
ing,” mothers and fathers tell us, “ is impossible in this busy age.” We 
do not believe this. We lament that any parent should dare to express it. 
We must train the children : They claim this from us. Otherwise we 
have no right to give them existence. 

Many believe in training, but give it imperfectly. They have never 
thought out the matter. They do the best they know, but they know little, 
because they have not sought knowledge. Let us try to give a few hints 
as to how to train those smiles of God, with which He has blessed us. 

All children have the sense of right and wrong born in them. As a rule, 
if the sense of right, nobility, generosity, etc., is strong in the parents, it is 
strong in the children. The reverse is true. There are, however, many 
exceptions. Therefore let your sense of right or wrong, justice, etc., be 
well developed. 

When the children’s eyes open into life, they will have ever before them 
a living illustration of what is moral. Don’t delude yourself that the child 
fourteen months old does not know when you do what is wrong ; that it 
does not appreciate the face of harshness, lovelessness, etc. They know. 
They soon afterwards manifest they know by their conduct : Let your 
hearts therefore be daily warmed by the eternal love of God that streams 
down upon all who open their lives to receive it. 

No more sanctifying memory is possible than praying with mother. 
Teach your children to pray. Explain its meaning. Encourage them to 
believe a Divine Father is near. This will act as a great stimulus to 
good, or a deterrent to evil. Pray with your children singly, and com- 
mend them to God. 

Surround your children with the very best companions possible. Moral 
worth, not social position, or even intellectual greatness must be chosen. 
Choose their companions. It takes trouble and courage. Remember 
your children’s eternal life as well as present character is at stake. 

Surround them with the best of books. Don’t be stinted in your range- 
Put the bible first. Read it w f ith them. Pick some of the many excellent 
children’s magazines. Read every book before you give them it. 

Get their amusements for them. The Evil one is ever ready to give them 
his amusement. You must forestall him. Let father and mother join in 
their play. What can possibly help to keep your youth than to indulge in 
cricket with them, after a hard day’s work ? What can keep their bodies 
in good order better than plenty of healthy play ? Believe me, it is easier 
to live a good, moral life when the body is sound, than it is when it is 
languid and out of sorts. 

In sending them to school, pick the best school possible. sua ^)Ou 
have no option of which school; there is only one in the town. Oiten 
there are two or three. Get your children, if possible, in the sc 


governed by a Christian master. 

Deal lovingly with your children, but be firm. Don’t say “ You must 
not do that,” and then allow. them to do it. Never mind the . fuss, or t e 
unpleasantness ; it will only be for once or twice. Goo ia its are 
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, , When the children understand you mean-be 

'Sm-SS'tu be silent. Never, however, misuse your privilege as a 

father. D onH provoke your children^ ^ a | ways . Send them to tile 

s ZZ y s°c U ho.l Soke their Sunday their happiest day, with singing, 

rC Mothers ^ktfei^yourlfearts touching or loving, with the great tender love 
of u»s He Messed the children. their angels behold the face of my 
Father who is in heaven. God is interested tn those sweet faces and 
laughing voices that bless your life. Let God’s love and grace atd you 

y °F 7 hm“e d JntUwkh'your children. Don’t be too ready to punish. 
Never let it be said of you as I heard a young man say, ” All I can 
remember my father for was the terrible thrashings he gave us. Make 
your children your friends. Live for them. Pray about them. Look to 
God for His blessing in all you do. 

All this means trouble. Does love know such a word . I think not. 
The work is worth the greatest trouble. When they are safe in the 

Father’s presence you will think so. 

Yours truly, 

J. Meldrum Dreferre. 


Dear Editor, — So many valuable hints are given in your magazine 
respecting the moral and physical training of our children, that I should 
like to recommend the use of a new writing paper to parents, which is the 
result of scientific investigation and experience on the best means of pre- 
serving the eyesight. The tint closely resembles that of the Westminster 
Gazette , and is most pleasing and restful to the eyes. It is called 
“ Sozoptic,” and the note size is i/- for five quires. It can be obtained in 
foolscap and other sizes for school and clerical use from Mr. S. H. Cowell, 
Wholesale Stationer, Ipswich, or through any stationer. 


C. Pearson. 


OUR WORK. 


House of Education , Ambleside . — The results of the Christmas 
examination have now been received, and are as usual very gratifying 
both to the students and the staff. Mr. Barnett, H.M. Assistant 
Inspector of Training Colleges, writes as follows : — “ The papers 
submitted were certainly on the whole very good. All bore the marks 
of very careful teaching and intelligent appreciation. ... I should think 
the writers were very well prepared for teachers’ work. The Time Table 
question was well answered by all— a very good test of an intelligent 
understanding of a teacher’s work. There was perhaps one fault to be 
remarked in all the Time Tables but one— the absence of handwork with 
tools— which is nowadays usually regarded as necessary, though it is by 
no means general or even very common.” 

CLASS I. I. Kate S. Wood. 2 and 3. Ada Kelsey, Sophie Smyth. 

CLASS II. 4. Helena Gray. 5. Gertrude Mew. 6. Florence Mucklow. 

Report from the National Health Society for the examination on 
Hygiene, held at Ambleside, December nth:— Kate S. Wood and 
Florence Mucklow passed with distinction. The following have passed : 
Gertrude Mew, Sophie Smyth, Ada Kelsey, Helena Grey. 

Mr. Geldart writes “ The six students who left Ambleside at 
Christmas, sent in their Natural History Note books. All of these shew 
great interest in the subjects treated, and much care both in the notes and 
the drawings, and everyone of the books shews both progress an 
Improvement during the year. Some of the drawings o flowers which 
appear for the most part to be pure brush-work, are ; really beautife jl, * 
there was one capital sheet of snail shells. Sophie Smyth heads the list 
for both amount and excellence of work ; but Fbrence “ 
very close with drawings • P>««. very 

3S I ^ had m'uch pleasure going Ih.ough 


them. „ r np t t ecturer on ** 1 he Fofces of 

J. W,,McH r .^,---” Eitensio » Lectures , stnd s .he 
Nature at tte Oxfo n0(icea y b i e Mature of this course was the 

following report . WO rk the correctness and directness 

unusually high quality ° h t essayists read hard between the lectures, 

of the answers proving that t > . the art 0 f expressing 

and that they had had good previons traim g h Arnbles ide, of the 
themselves. Had not the very the Examination, I should 

Influenza, necessitated the aband Xf the flowing for distinction 
have had no hesitation in recommending tte foUow g ^ Q D 

E. Evans. J. H. H.Ui^ ■ *’ “e Misses Hills.” 

Hills— all were students with the e. p 


